
Success Criteria

L.O.
• To be able to write in the style of a diary entry, with links across 

paragraphs.

• I can use appropriate features for diary writing.

• I can write in the first person as a story character.

• I can identify and use the repetition of a word or phrase to provide a 
link across paragraphs.



This lesson, we will bring together all of our previous planning and ideas 
to write an entry in Macbeth’s diary.

Bringing Ideas Together

You will use all of the preparation from the previous lessons:

our consideration of Macbeth’s secret thoughts (Lesson 1);

our inference of the type of character he is, based on events and 
actions in the story (Lesson 2);

your initial plans for the diary entry (Lesson 3);



How do we turn our plans into sentences?

From Plan to Writing

Now try the same for one of the ideas from your own 
initial plan. 

Aim to choose a sentence that could be the opening for 
your diary entry.

evil reaction
told wife news

disbelief too cowardly?

In disbelief, I walked 
away from my wife. 
Having told her the 
seemingly wonderful 

news, I was shocked at 
her evil reaction. Was I 
being too cowardly to 
think the same way? 



Linking Ideas Across Paragraphs

How can we achieve the following objective in our diary writing today?
‘Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: 

repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical connections, and ellipsis.’

One element to try to fulfil is the 
‘repetition of a word or phrase’.

What words or phrases might 
Macbeth repeat during his diary, 
while writing for his own benefit?



Repetition of a Word or Phrase

Examples of repeated words or phrases that could be used in Macbeth’s 
diary across different paragraphs to provide links:

By choosing one of these phrases or an idea of your own, and repeating 
it at different points during Macbeth’s diary, you can link separate 

paragraphs around the same common thought that he keeps having.

‘Macbeth that 
shalt be king 

hereafter’
‘The dagger’ ‘All hail 

Macbeth’

‘Not so happy, 
yet much 
happier’



In character as Macbeth, you should now write your diary entry based on 
all of your initial planned notes and other sources.

Use the Year 6 Diary Writing Checklist and previous lessons to help you.

Writing Your Diary


